
 

Basel, the 24th of October 2006 

 

 

 

 

The Right Honourable President 

Moritz Leuenberger 

For the attention of the Federal Council 

The Federal Chancellory 

3003 Bern 

 

 
 
Open letter to the federal council calling upon it apologise to the victims of Apartheid in South 
Africa and to make amends. 
 
Dear Mr President, 

Dear Federal Councillors, 

 

• 30 years ago, in reaction to the massacre of schoolchildren in Soweto, the United Nations 

Security Council described Apartheid as "a crime against the conscience and the dignity of 

humanity". 

 

•  22 years ago, the UN Security Council officially declared Apartheid to be a crime against 

humanity. 

 

•  10 years ago, the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission started in South Africa. 

 

•  4 years ago, victims of Apartheid filed legal action against foreign banks and corporations for 

aiding and abetting Apartheid. 

 

•  One year ago the final report of the Swiss National Science Foundation's programme NFP 

42+, "Relations between Switzerland and South Africa", was published. Despite severely 

restricted access to the archives, various studies conducted in the framework of the NFP 42+ 

programme produced results which exceeded by far previous assumptions made concerning 

the extent of political and economic cooperation between Switzerland and the Apartheid 

government. 

 

The victims of Apartheid are still waiting for an apology and reparations for the wrongs suffered, also 

on the part of Switzerland. 

 

Apartheid became increasingly worse from 1948 to 1989, deploying repressive laws, committing 

gross human rights violations through institutionalised racism, the violence and arbitrariness of the 

security forces and military encroachment on neighbouring countries. During this time, politically and 

economically significant Swiss circles developed active, friendly and cooperative activities with the 

white South African regime, South African trade and industry and the country's army and secret serv-

ices. Switzerland refused to participate in international sanctions. The final report of the Swiss Na-

tional Science Foundation's programme NFP 42+ points to the fatal results of Switzerland's unilater-

alism. "The fact that Switzerland did not join the sanctions movement supported, strengthened and 

thus benefited the Apartheid state, with its loan hungry state enterprises and its high state expendi-
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tures, on the level of economic efficiency, in particular because of the export of capital and because 

Switzerland bought South Africa's gold exports." 1 

 

The large Swiss banks were leaders in those measures taken in the mid-1980s to make the 

politically and financially bankrupt Apartheid state appear credit-worthy and to keep it afloat. 

 

Swiss corporations adapted to the Apartheid laws. They did not tear at the fabric of Apartheid in 

favour of their black workers through their wage policies, nor did they do so through bold measures 

taken against the racist laws. 

 

The federal council placed economic interests above human rights, isolated itself internationally and 

did not seek to bring pressure to bear on the human-rights-abusing Apartheid regime by exploiting 

the legal options open to it in the legislation concerning arms and financial matters. 

 

Parliament let well-founded motions made by individual parliamentarians peter out and was satisfied 

with the federal council's placatory and evasive answers. 

 

The federal authorities abetted the racist regime's crimes through their secret service activities, and 

partially by by-passing its own capital export regulations and the law concerning the export of military 

equipment. 

 
The churches weakened inner-church opposition in Switzerland by supporting homeland leaders 

and privileged contacts with the white state churches in South Africa. Their dialogue with the large 

Swiss banks did not influence the latter's behaviour, but rather helped to legitimise it. 

 

Switzerland's supportive position vis-à-vis the Apartheid regime contributed to the fact that murder, 

abduction, rape, forced relocation, torture, repression and further gross human rights violations 

legitimised by the state lasted for so long. 

 
For these reasons the organisations and people who have signed this letter hereby demand 

that the federal council apologise to the victims of Apartheid and pay substantial reparations 
as a step towards making amends and combating poverty and unemployment caused by 
Apartheid, which continue to plague South Africa today. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Barbara Müller, ADR/KEESA coordinator 

 

In the name of the Swiss Apartheid Debt and Reparations Campaign (ADR/KEESA) and the co-

signatories listed in the attachment. 

 

Attachment: 

List of 268 individual and 17 organisational co-signatories. (Status on 24th of October 2006). 

 
1 Georg Kreis, 2005: Die Schweiz und Südafrika 1948 – 1994. Schlussbericht des im Auftrag des Bundesrates 

durchgeführten NFP 42+. Bern, Stuttgart, Wien. (Switzerland and South Africa 1948-1994. Final report of the 

research programme NFP 42+ carried out on the assignment of the federal council. An English translation is 

being prepared.) 



Liste der Unterzeichnenden des offenen Briefes vom 24.10.2006 an den Bundesrat  1/7 

 

 

Evi Allemann, Nationalrätin SP/BE, Bern 

Birgit Althaler, Übersetzerin, Lektorin, Palästina-Solidarität BS, Arlesheim 

Leni Altwegg, Pfarrerin i.R., AAB, Zürich 

Daniel Ammann, Theologe, Luzern 

Monique Anderfuhren, Lausanne 

Nicole Andreetta, Plan-les-Ouates 

Veit Arlt, Historiker, Universität Basel, Basel 

Veronika Bachmann, Theologin, IG feministischer Theologinnen, Zürich 

Boris Banga, Nationalrat SP/SO, Grenchen 

Margrit Bäschlin-Dieterle, AAB, Bern 

Brigitt Baumgartner, Schulleiterin, Reallehrerin, Rehetobel 

Elisabeth Bäumlin-Bill, Fürsprecherin, lic.iur, Bern 

Patricia Bell, Genf 

Roman Berger, Journalist, Zürich 

Martin Bernet, Sekretär Schweiz. Katholischer Missionsrat, Fribourg 

Gertrud Bernoulli-Beyeler, Pfarrerin, Frauen für den Frieden, Polit. Abendgottesdienste Zürich, Zürich 

Charles Biber, Pfarrer i.R., Journalist, Biel 

Martin Bieder, Präsident GFS Oekumen. Kommission GFS AI/AR und SG, Au 

André Biéler, Morges 

Alexandra Binnenkade, Historikerin, Universität Basel, Basel 

Sandra Bott, Doktorandin in Geschichte, UNIL, Lausanne  

Christiane Brunner, Ständerätin SP/GE, Genf 

Nadi, Bühlmann, Präsidentin der Schweiz. Nationalkommission Justitia & Pax, Sursee 

Cécile Bühlmann, a. Nationalrätin, Geschäftsleiterin Christlicher Friedensdienst, Luzern 

Roland Campiche, Prof. Honaraire UNIL, Lausanne 

Lara Cataldi, secrétaire syndicale, Syndicat Interprofessionel de Travailleuses et Travailleurs, Genf 

Franco Cavalli, Nationalrat SP/TI, Präsident AMCA, Associazione Aiuto Medico Centro America, Ascona 

André Daguet, Nationalrat SP/BE, Mitglied Geschäftsleitung Unia, Bern 

Nils De Dardel, Anwalt, a. Nationalrat, Genf 

Philippe de Rougemont, Genf 

Anne de Vargas, Le Lignon 

Nicolas Desboeufs, Gefängnispfarrer, Petit-Lancy 

Georgette Devanthéry, Krankenschwester i.R., Genf 

Christina Dieterle, Mitglied GFS St. Gallen, St.Gallen 

Beat Dietschy, Theologe, Bern 

Jakob Dimitri, Dimitri Clown, Borgnone 

Edouard Dommen, Bellevue 

Patricia Dubois, Koordinatorin, FEDEVACO (Fédération Vaudoise de la Coopération), Mauraz 

Bernard Egger, Laborant, Bernex 

Véronique Egger-Sigg, Bernex 

Niklaus Egli, Facharzt FMH, Mitglied Ethikkommission des Kantons Zürich, Hinwil 

Josef Elsener, ehem. Generaloberer Missionsgesellschaft Bethlehem Immensee, Luzern 

Martin Engel, Gewerkschaftssekretär Unia NW-Schweiz, Präsident Basler Gewerkschaftsbund, Basel 

Arne Engeli, Politologe, Rorschach 

Christiane Escher, Genf 



Liste der Unterzeichnenden des offenen Briefes vom 24.10.2006 an den Bundesrat  2/7 

 

 

Virginie Estier dos Santos, Kampagnenassistentin COTMEC, Versoix 

Angeline Fankhauser, a. Nationalrätin, Oberwil 

Rolf Fankhauser, Physiker, Dr. phil, Basel  

Chris Fannin, Präsident AAB Südliches Afrika, Chur 

Hans Fässler, Lehrer, Historiker, SP St.Gallen, St.Gallen 

Laurence Fehlmann-Rielle, Grossrätin GE, Präsidentin SP Genf, Genf 

Hans-Jürg Fehr, Nationalrat SP/SH, Schaffhausen 

Jacqueline Fehr, Nationalrätin SP/ZH, Winterthur 

Anita Fetz, Ständerätin SP/BS, Basel 

Andrea Fischer, SAM, Bettingen 

Stefan Fischer, Pfarrer, Dr., Vorstand SAM, Bettingen 

Claude Fol, Confignon 

Richard Friedli, Prof. em. Religionswissenschaften, Universität Fribourg, Prez-vers-Noréaz 

Markus Friedli, Dipl. Theologe i.R., Wohlen b. Bern 

Dominique Froideveaux, Soziologe, Genf 

Therese Frösch, Nationalrätin GP/BE, Bern 

Sepp Gähwiler, Geschäftsleiter, Bethlehem Mission, Immensee 

Chantal Galladé, Nationalrätin SP/ZH, Winterthur 

Peter Germann, Trogen 

Katharina Germann, Trogen 

Andres Gerwig, Dr.iur., Advokat, a. Nationalrat, Basel 

Peter Gessler, Dr. phil., Basel  

Heini Glauser, Windisch 

Reto Gmünder, Pfarrer, Hinterkappelen 
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Marcus Haas, ehem. Südafrika-Boykott, Basel 
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Antonio Hautle, Direktor Fastenopfer, Schenkon 

Bea Heim, Nationalrätin SP/SO, Starrkirch-Wil 

Erika Helfenstein, Pflegefachfrau, Luzern 
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Ökumenische Kommission GFS der AG christlicher Kirchen in AI,AR und SG, Au 

SAH (Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk), Zürich 

Solifonds, Zürich 
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