Basel, the 24th of October 2006

The Right Honourable President
Moritz Leuenberger
For the attention of the Federal Council

SWISS The Federal Chancellory
APARTHEID DEBT 3003 Bern

AND REPARATIONS

CAMPAIGN

Open letter to the federal council calling upon it apologise to the victims of Apartheid in South
Africa and to make amends.

Dear Mr President,
Dear Federal Councillors,

U 30 years ago, in reaction to the massacre of schoolchildren in Soweto, the United Nations
Security Council described Apartheid as "a crime against the conscience and the dignity of
humanity".

. 22 years ago, the UN Security Council officially declared Apartheid to be a crime against
humanity.

. 10 years ago, the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission started in South Africa.

. 4 years ago, victims of Apartheid filed legal action against foreign banks and corporations for

aiding and abetting Apartheid.

. One year ago the final report of the Swiss National Science Foundation's programme NFP
42+, "Relations between Switzerland and South Africa", was published. Despite severely
restricted access to the archives, various studies conducted in the framework of the NFP 42+
programme produced results which exceeded by far previous assumptions made concerning
the extent of political and economic cooperation between Switzerland and the Apartheid
government.

The victims of Apartheid are still waiting for an apology and reparations for the wrongs suffered, also
on the part of Switzerland.

Apartheid became increasingly worse from 1948 to 1989, deploying repressive laws, committing
gross human rights violations through institutionalised racism, the violence and arbitrariness of the
security forces and military encroachment on neighbouring countries. During this time, politically and
economically significant Swiss circles developed active, friendly and cooperative activities with the
white South African regime, South African trade and industry and the country's army and secret serv-
ices. Switzerland refused to participate in international sanctions. The final report of the Swiss Na-
tional Science Foundation's programme NFP 42+ points to the fatal results of Switzerland's unilater-
alism. "The fact that Switzerland did not join the sanctions movement supported, strengthened and
thus benefited the Apartheid state, with its loan hungry state enterprises and its high state expendi-



tures, on the level of economic efficiency, in particular because of the export of capital and because
Switzerland bought South Africa's gold exports."

The large Swiss banks were leaders in those measures taken in the mid-1980s to make the
politically and financially bankrupt Apartheid state appear credit-worthy and to keep it afloat.

Swiss corporations adapted to the Apartheid laws. They did not tear at the fabric of Apartheid in
favour of their black workers through their wage policies, nor did they do so through bold measures
taken against the racist laws.

The federal council placed economic interests above human rights, isolated itself internationally and
did not seek to bring pressure to bear on the human-rights-abusing Apartheid regime by exploiting
the legal options open to it in the legislation concerning arms and financial matters.

Parliament let well-founded motions made by individual parliamentarians peter out and was satisfied
with the federal council's placatory and evasive answers.

The federal authorities abetted the racist regime's crimes through their secret service activities, and
partially by by-passing its own capital export regulations and the law concerning the export of military
equipment.

The churches weakened inner-church opposition in Switzerland by supporting homeland leaders
and privileged contacts with the white state churches in South Africa. Their dialogue with the large
Swiss banks did not influence the latter's behaviour, but rather helped to legitimise it.

Switzerland's supportive position vis-a-vis the Apartheid regime contributed to the fact that murder,
abduction, rape, forced relocation, torture, repression and further gross human rights violations
legitimised by the state lasted for so long.

For these reasons the organisations and people who have signed this letter hereby demand
that the federal council apologise to the victims of Apartheid and pay substantial reparations
as a step towards making amends and combating poverty and unemployment caused by
Apartheid, which continue to plague South Africa today.

Yours sincerely,

X
A \

Barbara Miller, ADR/KEESA coordinator

In the name of the Swiss Apartheid Debt and Reparations Campaign (ADR/KEESA) and the co-
signatories listed in the attachment.

Attachment:
List of 268 individual and 17 organisational co-signatories. (Status on 24th of October 2006).

1 Georg Kreis, 2005: Die Schweiz und Stidafrika 1948 — 1994. Schlussbericht des im Auftrag des Bundesrates
durchgefiihrten NFP 42+. Bern, Stuttgart, Wien. (Switzerland and South Africa 1948-1994. Final report of the
research programme NFP 42+ carried out on the assignment of the federal council. An English translation is
being prepared.)

ADR/KEESA, c/o FEPA, P.O. Box 195, 4005 Basel, Switzerland
Tel. 061 681 80 84 / fax 061 683 43 12 / coordination@apartheid-reparations.ch / www.apartheid-reparations.ch
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